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Uplifting 2026

Marys River Grange Happenings

BINGO, 2d Friday — Jan. 9, Feb. 13, 6-8:30 pm,
$10 for 10 games (3 cards each), $| blackout tickets;
drinks & snacks for sale, free door prizes

Bluegrass Monthly Jam/Workshop, 2nd Weds. -
Jan. 14, Feb. 11, $7 adult/$5 youth, listeners donate as
desired.

Craft Night/Spoon Jam (Wood Carving Circle),
3rd Weds. — Jan. 21, Feb. 18, 5:30-8:30 pm, no fee;
bring tools & green wood or any unfinished craft
project

Farmer & Homesteader Swap Meet & Greet —
Sun. Jan. 18, 1-4 pm

Moonlight Country Mixer — Mondays, 7-10 pm,
$5, host/instructor Jamie Lee; first Monday — swing
lesson starts at 6:30 pm, $10

Soup-Off — Sun. Feb. 22, 11:30am-2:00pm

Yoga at the Grange — Tuesdays, 6-7 pm, Jan. 6 —
March 17, $10 for Grange members, $15 for non-
Grange members

Enter your best made soup at the
Marys River Grange First Annual Soup Off!

Grand Prize includes a new 7 quart Enameled Dutch
Oven, customized apron, and Best Soup of 2026 trophy
spoon. $15 entry fee. Tastings start at | 1:30 am through
1:30 pm. Winner announced at 2:00 pm.

Please contact Reyna Aguiar at 541-290-1855.

Thank you to members of Benton Small Woodlands
Assoc., associate member of Marys River Grange #685,
for the firewood that warms our Hall!

Just some of the delicious food at MRG’s Thanksgiving
potluck. (There was more!) More than 40 attended, enjoyed
each other’s company, and ate their fill!

MRG officers elected for 2026:

President - Judy Hays-Eberts

Vice President - Greg Mickenham

Secretary - Sonny Hays-Eberts

Lecturer - Suzy Johanson

Treasurer - Karen Hudspeth

Steward - Jesse Mitchell

Assistant Steward - Nate Johnson

Lady Assistant Steward - Marilyn McGettigan
Chaplain - Mark Files

Co-Greeters - Sandy Heath & Sharon Thornberry
Musician - Yvonne McMillan

Pomona - Yasha Duggal

Ceres - Susan Stogsdill

Flora - Laura Coen

Exec. Committee: Jim Rouff, Stacy Moore, Yvonne McMillan



President’s Annual Report for 2025

I’m filled with heartfelt warmth as | reflect upon our well
attended holiday potlucks in 2025, Thanksgiving and
Christmas Eve, at Marys River Grange. Wow. Such delicious
food and pleasant fellowship. It really left a good feeling for all
of us. So glad we did it! Of course our monthly meetings
always feature delicious potlucks.

Together, as Grange members and the larger community,
we did great things throughout 2025. Besides the incredible
number of popular monthly offerings at the Grange — country
dances, bluegrass jam, yoga, bingo, spoon carving & craft night
— our annual events were record breaking. The Plant Sale &
Seed Swap in April brought in $2,357 to benefit Philomath
Community Services. Amazing Grange Day in August brought
in $3,800 toward remodeling the Grange kitchen in 2026, and
leftover items were donated to a number of community
services. Both events were successful because of the
generous contributions and support from so many, many
people. Harvest Fest in October, too, brought in $1,472 for
the kitchen remodel. All these events needed hard working
volunteers to make them happen and they were well worth
it. To top them off, Wreath Making in December packed the
Hall with happy folks of all ages enjoying our traditional free
activity creating seasonal joy.

New in 2025 was the first annual Small Farm &
Homesteader Swap Meet & Greet in January, as well as Social
Potlucks that included games in January, a movie in May, and a
singalong in October. Also, the Junior Hall remodel was
finished, a beautiful sign by artist Ron Paddock was installed
on the building, the Main Hall floor was refinished, and
numerous other projects were accomplished, again by hard
working volunteers and generous support from the
community. Members have now decided to hold regularly
scheduled Cleanup Days at the Grange in 2026 on the first
Sunday of every other month, [-3 pm, starting Jan. 4th.
Maintaining the Hall is very important, as it’s where things
happen and memories are made, and, truly, people are
making a lot happen at Marys River Grange! Everyone has
much to be proud of. Some of us have T-shirts, sweatshirts,
and hoodies with a design by Ron Paddock to prove it. Now,
imagine if, at every activity and event at the Hall, we regularly
ask that each person consider bringing a can of food for the
donation barrel?

It’s important to respect the value of work itself, not only
the fruit; maintain integrity in all we do, in our own behavior
and dealings with each other; see the real needs in our
community and how we may serve them. Smaller Granges
across the nation are doing amazing things where they are
with the resources at hand to feed, clothe, and help people in
numerous ways where they live. They are embracing the
National Grange’s Project Sustenance and are engaged in
projects to tackle food insecurity, promote awareness and
preparedness, and encourage self-sustainability and resilience.
The Grange has always been a grassroots effort, nonsectarian
and nonpartisan, advocating for rural interests and meeting
the needs of the communities in which they are based,
utilizing the creative talents and abilities of members and
collaborative  relationships ~ with  other = community
organizations. May we continue with those efforts. Every day
we can do some good, give to a worthy cause or help in
some way. In kindness, we’'ll find joy.

Humans have a natural tendency to add complexity as we
grow social organizations, which can sometimes overwhelm
the original intent and people they’re meant to serve. It’s a
challenge to stay in touch with the real members and
founding values, to keep things simple enough that people can
feel freely involved instead of overly obligated. Many of our
members who cannot be physically present still support
things from behind the scenes and express goodwill. Every
one is a treasure. As we plan ahead for 2026, let’s keep in
mind what’s practical for ourselves to accomplish as
volunteers and how we can make it accessible and enjoyable
for all concerned. Quarterly planning sessions have
encouraged brainstorming, consensus, and coordination
among participants, yet did not expand the number of
volunteers who followed through. There are plenty of good
ideas, yet they require someone’s time and energy. Let’s
willingly help with the work we choose, and be aware of
when it's based on expectations of others. Someone has to
actually show up. Who will that be?

Committees are meant to encourage participation, to help
us learn about the organization and get its work done. It can
be challenge enough to communicate, to arrange and attend a
meeting, yet it’s beneficial in getting to know each other. We
need to keep the overall mission of the Grange in mind,
consider the basic responsibilities of the group, and what
each person can reasonably contribute. No need to feel bad
about “not doing enough.” We each have our own
sensibilities, valid experience, full life and different lifestyle.
Presence matters. Let’s start there.

Relationships make life meaningful. We feel it when we
get together, and the Grange gives us a place to be. It takes
some work, indeed sometimes it really stretches us, yet we
do it voluntarily with love. Members are diverse, yet we agree
on the motto of “in essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty;
in all things, charity.” We saw significant community response
to our efforts in 2025 and we’ll build on that in 2026. Indeed
we are inseparable from our community. We are not alone;
we have each other. The Grange is our garden. Let’s sow the
good we did in the past in the fresh soil of the New Year and
nurture it physically, mentally, morally, and spiritually, for
everyone’s health, prosperity, and happiness. Cheers to all!
Now, the work of another day demands our attention.

- Judy Hays-Eberts, President
Marys River Grange #685

Christmas Eve potluck at MRG. About 24 people attended,
including two little ones who met for the first time.
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. Horticulture Class :
. Free class! |
i * PRUNING: Fruit Tree, Ornamental .
i * GERMINATION: Fruit Tree :
t * PROPAGATION: Seed Germination |
from Cuttings !
| TEACHER: Mark Files |
¢ TIME: January 25 (Sunday), 2-4 pm ;
i LOCATION: 24707 Grange Hall Rd., i
i Philomath |
t Video by Mark Files: !
i “Planting seeds for habitat restoration and fire i
| suppression, Celtic Forge.” :

Bingo at MRG in November with caller Lyle Utt, regulars
and friends, 2™ Friday of the month, 6-8:30 pm. Be a winner
at the Grange!

Farmer and Homesteader Swap Meet N’ Greet
Marys River Grange Hall
Sunday January 18th 1-4pm

Calling all farmers and homesteaders! Many of us are
guilty of having a “just in case” stockpile in our barns and
sheds but instead of letting them sit unused, let’s connect and
meet other folks who might be looking for the very thing
you’re holding on to. Gather your unused tools, supplies,
extra seeds, already read books, overstock of canning
supplies, extra egg cartons, fibers, unused packaging materials,
etc and bring ‘em on down to Marys River Grange for a
festive and fun gathering. We will supply tables, you bring
your goods and get ready to swap, barter, sell at a set price,
or give it all away for free. If you have larger items (hoop
house plastic, irrigation line, shade cloth, tractor implements,
etc), you are welcome to either bring them and display them
outside or bring a detailed list to display at the event.

Registration is required! The intention of this event is to
bring together folks who work with land or animals to feed
themselves or others; create an atmosphere of mutual
respect; share resources and enjoy each other's company and
keep perfectly good tools, equipment, etc in use instead of
gathering dust in storage. You don't have to bring items to
participate but we do ask that all participants be connected to
farming or homesteading.

Contact: Bea Johnson at sunbowproduce@peak.org

Willamette Grange Happenings

Hello from Willamette Grange.

This year will bring some exciting upgrades to our Hall. In
January, after three significant donations, contractors will be
restoring the upstairs wooden floor. Volunteers will also be
painting the stairs, entryway, and downstairs floors.

In the summer, a contractor will complete the installation
of the first floor windows. Our volunteers will be working on
staining them...just waiting for some warmer dry weather.
That will complete the “Vinyl Window Replacement
Project”.

This work will make the Hall ready for Grange and
community uses and rentals. We look forward to more
dancing and music in 2026!

FYI - the popular Agrarian Sharing Network “Propagation
Fair” is scheduled for either March 28 or April 4...final
decision will be made soon.

Willamette Grangers look forward to another year of
community building activities and enjoying the support of our
Sisters and Brothers at Marys River Grange.

Happy New Year
And Thank You!

From your Sisters and Brothers of Willamette Grange #52

Dues are due! $6lindividual and associate members,
$122 family. Please give dues payments to Secretary
Sonny Hays-Eberts, so they may be recorded, or mail to
Marys River Grange Secretary

PO Box 1301, Philomath OR 97370



THAT WARM FUZZY FEELING -
WREATH MAKING AT THE GRANGE

“Being at the Marys River Grange wreath making event
gives me a warm fuzzy feeling and a sense of community,” was
one enthusiastic participant’s comment about the Grange’s
annual holiday event.

Eucalyptus, cedar, redwood, fir and holly lined the back
floor of the grange while six tables were filled to overflowing
with ornaments, ribbons, berries and bangles for holiday
wreath makers to create their perfect ensemble. “The smell
of Christmas is in the air with tree boughs — | love the variety
of greenery offered,” stated a delighted wreath maker.

Ray Drapek filled the hall with his joyous piano music
including favorite songs such as “Charlie Brown Christmas,”
“Flight of the Bumblebees,” and numerous holiday waltzes.
Ray’s talented music uplifted the fun ambiance in the room.

The event would not be complete without Mark File’s
healthy baked yams and potatoes topped with vege chili and
cheese. The free food and drinks were greatly appreciated by
all attendees.

“l am so grateful that the Grange puts on this holiday
occasion that children of ALL ages can be creative and
successful at. This opportunity offers people a chance to
come together to focus on what’s positive in the season —
you can just show up here and have a wonderful time,” said a
cheerful garland maker.

In the spirit of giving, twelve extra wreaths were
constructed and were given to residents of Stoneybrook
senior care facility. Thank you to all who helped put this
wonderful event together!

- Stacy Moore

Happy holidays, indeed, at Marys River Grange!
Let’s make it a happy new year, too!




How to Help Philomath Community Services
Become a monthly donor. Contact PCS for information to
set it up.

Yolunteer.

Donate to our programs. We accept:

Non-perishable foods & fresh produce of all types.

Children’s clothing & shoes, infant through High School.
Adult clothing in very limited amounts. All clothing needs to
be in good condition, clean, mold & smoke free.

Most Wanted Foods, Etc:

» Canned Meat (corned beef, hams, Spam, chicken, etc.)

* Canned Fish (tuna, sardines, salmon, clams, etc.)

* Condiments: (mustard, ketchup, mayo, pickles, soy sauce,
hot sauce, etc.)

* Herbs and Spices of all kinds, Herb and Spice Packet Mixes,
Salt and Pepper.

* Boxed entrees: (Rice-a-Roni, Hamburger Helper, etc.)

* Ready-to-Eat Soups, Stews, Chili, etc.

* Dessert and Baking Mixes (cake, cornbread, biscuits, masa
etc.)

* Jams, Jellies, Syrups

* Personal Hygiene Products: Menstrual, Adult pads, toilet
paper, shampoo, soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, disposable
razors, etc. Laundry Soap: Powdered, Pods, or Sheets
Additional Donation Items:

* Pasta, Rice, various types

* Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

* Canned Vegetables and Fruit

* Peanut, Almond and other Nut butters

* Canned and Dried Beans, various types

* Gluten-free and Vegan Items

Please Note:

* Prefer individual/small family-sized items, rather than large,
bulk-sized items.

* Cannot distribute perishables, home-canned foods, food
without original labels, or previously opened packages.

It is best to call us before stopping by with donations:

(541) 929-2499

Physical Address: 360 S 9th St. Philomath

Mailing Address: PO Box 1334, Philomath, OR 97370

PCS is Powered by People. website:
https://www.philomathcommunityservices.org

PLAN TO GET YOUR GARDEN ON! What will
you grow for this year’s Marys River Grange
Annual Plant Sale & Seed Swap to benefit
Philomath Community Services?

Imagine

Imagine living in brotherhood and community like the
early Grange community. This is the heart of the Grange. A
place where people come together to experience our core
values and deeper bonds. The chaplain’s contribution to the
community is to bring a unity of spirit and the feeling of
togetherness.

We are creating a strong bond, a community that begins
with brotherhood and shared values. We are growing, and
we can grow by being humble and serving the greater good.
We are blessed.

Mark Files, MRG Chaplain

There is now a tax deductible way to donate funds
toward Marys River Grange! Friends of Marys River Grange is
now a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, which also allows us
to apply for grants for which MRG would not otherwise be
eligible. Friends of Marys River Grange supports the
educational and community service activities and
infrastructure of Marys River Grange. Donations may be
mailed to Friends of Marys River Grange, PO Box [30l,
Philomath, OR 97370. Questions? Contact Judy at 541-829-
2907.

Thank you again to the Siletz Tribal Charitable
Contribution Fund which awarded $5,384 in
November to the Friends of Marys River Grange,
toward MRG’s kitchen remodel, and has helped PCS
and so many others in our community and beyond!

See https://oregontaste.com/partners/ten-rivers-food-web
for more info about our members’ farms and others.

Lertified Organle Produce
Gourmet Restawrmmnt

Gal:hering Together S el
RI'HI "'l:;, =5 ﬂll'::ltl:u:'--:::-rfh

l""...i... Farm Tours
Catering
C5A

15159 Grange Hall Rd, Philomath, OR 97370
Farmstand 549254170 | Office 541-929-4173
v atheringtogetherfarm.com

Certified Organic

www.sunbowproduce.com

Windy Hifl Farm

Eggs * Homey © Nigerian Dwarf Dairy Goats - Flowers © Prodece
Airbnb Farm Stay
www.windyhill-familyfarm.com
Philomath, Oregon

Health Care for Farm Workers
Farm Clinic is expanding services to uninsured & underinsured
agricultural workers in Benton, Linn, & Lincoln Counties.
Any small-scale & family-run farms (vineyards, tree farms,
dairy, ranching, etc.)
Contact: Lisa Quick, Community Outreach & Farm Clinic,
541-758-3000




A California Connection Il

Dear Marys River Grangers,

Hello again from California! Unlike in Oregon where you
can wait five minutes for a change in the skies, the weather
this fall and winter has been consistent for long spells. Tule
fog inundated the central valley for all of November following
the rice harvest in October. It beckoned back memories of
my childhood when you couldn’t see five inches in front of
your face. December now brings rain and winds, the latter of
which reminds us of dear Philomath.

Our new Grange, Durham Grange #460, has been very
welcoming. Like Marys River, they face many of the same
banes and boons including an older building to care for but
with a bountiful membership base. This upcoming year they
will be reviving the full slate of officers aside from just the
President, Secretary, and Treasurer. | am considering
becoming their Lecturer since the members are interested in
Grange history and traditions which have been lost over the
years.

Earlier in December, | was blessed enough to visit some
Grangers at bingo on an unrelated trip up to Oregon. For
those of you | did not see, please know that Amanda and |
have been thinking about you and hope to make more
functions in the future.

Have a happy new year, and congratulations to the MRG
officers of 2026!

Fraternally yours,
Mike Terry

December Bingo at MRG: current Pres. Judy Hays-Eberts,
former Pres. Mike Terry, Vice Pres. Greg Mickenham

Greg's Greg Mickenham
General Contracior

Hﬂﬂﬂy Dﬂ Sﬂ.rvl'ff fi%r PR
. 541-740-2425

gregmickenham@gmail.com
Jobs big & smalll- Free eslimates

Craft Night & Spoon Jam at MRG

24 wood carvers and crafters got together in December,
3" Wednesday of the month, 5:30-8:30 pm.

Some of Brian Canfield’s collection of his great-uncle Benhard
Vasanoja’s incredible wood carvings were on display at Spoon
Jam in December. Ben worked at a factory making porcelain
tableware in Stockholm, then immigrated to Minnesota where
he practiced his carving skills on his homestead farm 1900-76.

Tarweed Folk School is an associate member of MRG.
Learn about Tarweed Folk School’s upcoming Classes
here: https://www.tarweedfolkschool.com/classes

See Gearing Up for Gardening and Public Seed Library
presentations at the Corvallis-Benton County Public Library:
https://corvallisbenton.librarycalendar.com/events/upcoming

PHILOMATH

HOUSECLEANING
thorough * relfable ® frustwarthy

Glana (415) 217-9446
cleanhousegb@gmail.com

v



Oregon State Grange President Sonny Hays-Eberts
presented an all-day Leadership and Grange Operations
Conference at MRG on November 8th, with 43 Grange
members attending from around the state.

Cyrarco s

BOOKBINDING

BookRepair/Restoration ./ B

Custom Binding g %

Fine Art Supplies
Unique Art Papers
Classes

361 SW 2nd St
Corvallis Or 97330

M-F
10a-6p

541-286-4661
stpeyrano@gmail.com ',
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Estare Pl anning * Elder Law
Truist and Probare Sertdlemens

PLAN FOR YOUR LAND

A CONSERVATION PLANNING WORKSHOP
LOCAL EXPERTS.

.tu

" JAN 28 - MAR 7, 2026

ATTEND |.':|_|:__55_E5 Ip PERSON OF ORLINEY

Week 1: Orientatian

Wk 2: Conserndion Planning and Invasive Species
Wheak 3; Walsrshedds: Hydrolegy and Habitat

Wenk 4: Bgriculiure, Uplamd Habitad and Padlinators
Weak 5: Wildtire Reslliency

Waek B Restoration Propect Teut

Appéy now to loam about conservation planning, get oxpert

guidance an land management, and learn about the funding

Are you a landowner or manager of more than five acres
of land? Apply to be part of this FREE 5-part workshop series
to learn about conservation planning, get expert guidance on
land management, and learn about the funding sources that
could help kickstart projects on your land!

Plan For Your Landis a collaboration among five
watershed councils in the mid-Willamette River basin,
including the North Santiam, Luckiamute, South Santiam,
Calapooia, and Marys River watershed councils. Together, we
are working with local landowners and land managers who
are curious about how they can be good stewards of the
lands they care for.

Note: Participants will have the option to attend classes in
person or virtually, based on their preference and availability.

Here is the link to our website as well:

https://mrwc.org/resources/pfyl/

Save the date: The next bimonthly MRG
Cleanup Day will be March Ist, 1-3 pm.
Members clean the Hall and do grounds
maintenance together. The more, the merrier!

Send items for the Messenger to Judy Hays-Eberts at

marysrivergrange @gmail.com or mail to Marys River

Grange, PO Box 1301, Philomath, OR 97370.
Deadline for March/April Messenger: Feb. 23

Read more local news at
https://philomathnews.com/




Marys River Grange #685
PO Box 1301

Philomath, OR 97370
marysrivergrange@gmail.com
541-829-2907
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wm EUEE “Let us work hand in hand for the good of our

neighbors. Let us remember that those with trials and
tribulations need our help most of all.”

Tuesdays 6pm - 7pm
January 6% - March 17*, 2026 (Installation Ceremony)

Classes are $10 for Grange members,
$15 for non-Grange members.
Cuestions? Please contact

Laura Coen:
lauraploegayahoo.com

Contact marysrivergrange@gmail.com or
541-829-2907. See also: marysrivergrange.org
facebook.com/Marys-River-Grange-Hall-288171007887 | 64/
To rent the Grange Hall, see Rental at marysrivergrange.org

Marys River Grange #685 regularly meets on the first
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm at 24707 Grange
Hall Road in Philomath. Potluck at 6:30. Join us!




